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Background

ÅfШőċƻĲШƽƖŔƣƣĲŰШƣŸШĲĬŔƣŸƖƚШċŰĬШƓƨĤũŔƚőĲƖƚШċĤŸƨƣШӂΦΜΜШċƖƣŔĦũĲƚШŔŰШƽŸůĲŰќƚШ
health.  
ÅConcerns included implausible time-lines and effect-sizes, 

discrepancies between publication and trial-registration, data-copying 
from other articles, plagiarism and wrong statistics. 
Å226/262 (86%) of cases were Retraction or Expression of Concern
ÅFor time reasons, I will not discuss the content of the cases, but just 

process
ÅThe formal response numbers are reported to this meeting as abstract 

OP20.3 (Tuesday 4pm Banqueting Hall).



Editors copied me in while writing to authors, 
suggested a letter-to-the-editor, named me in 

the retraction message or published my name in 
an editorial. 



Fawzy 2008 Arch Gynecol Obstet Ismail 2016a Int J Gynaecol Obstet



Assiut University found that the data correlates 
with the results and any similarities with other 
studies is mostly due to chance.
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Corrections
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Author with retracted paper

Corrections BMC pregnancy childbirth

18 retractions

2 retractions





COPE relies on the institute of the 
problematic authors



Dr Sherief Abdel-Salaam





9 retracted articles



the Quality Assurance Unit, Faculty of Medicine, Tanta University 

(Quality.assuranceunit@med.tanta.edu.eg ) and the Dean of the Faculty with a 

request for investigation in line with COPE ( https://publicationethics.org ) 

guidelines.  Other than errors in the number of patients recorded in Table 1 and 6 of 

EJGH 2020, 32:1042ð1045 to be covered in an erratum, the Quality Assurance Unit 
concluded they do not have any concerns about the articles and the authors,

mailto:Quality.assuranceunit@med.tanta.edu.eg
https://publicationethics.org/


15

None of the cases flagged in institutes in 
Canada, China, Egypt, Iran, India, 
United Kingdom and Italy resulted 

in a serious investigation.



P=0.0493

P<.0001

P=0.0306
P=0.0028

0.033
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