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Eduard Sereda, winner of the contest 
‘Best physician of the year’, Moscow

Example of Dissernet work
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Dissernet “clients”
(<5% dissertations)

Plagiarism

Overcitation

Salami slicing

Self plagiarism

Methodologically 
flawed

Rewriting ~ 10 000 
(in last 10-15 y)

Many clients are subjects, 
who not only did not write 
their dissertation, but never 
seen it

In 5 years 8500+ largely 
falsified dissertations were 
found and made public.
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Chocolate 
transmutes to 

beef

It is an industry

MP!
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Vladimir Vasiliev, Vice Speaker, 
State Duma (national parliament), Edinaia Rossia (party)

5



Who is 
that???
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Sergey Abeltsev, MP, Liberal‐
Democratic Party

Oh! No! Not 
this one

Swift, Yahoo, court

7



Same academic 
adviser
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Prof. Avanesov

Vasiliev

Abeltsev

+1

Of course, it is about reputation, about science, 
and not about these and other slabs 9



2014 Min Sci evaluated universities and other higher schools (822)

311 rectors received their Cand Sci or Dr Sci degrees during last 15 y

66 (21%) are Dissernet clients 

МИСиС МАМИ МГТУ

22 universities located in Moscow

Even in most problematic area – economics - 5-6% in a random 
sample

Compare: Russian Acad Sci – zero, of all defended their thesis during 
15 y

Negative selection
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Governors of Russian regions

Total 83
Degree 52
Evaluated 49
Plagiarism severe 14
Plagiarism 3
Not accessible 8
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Economics(3,2%)
35%

Law (3,2%)

7%

15%
23%

Pedagogy (5%)

Medicine

History

Technical

Psychology
Остальные

Which discipline is plaque more?

It is not a random sample! 13



Councils are like mobs

15
In the same 
council

In the different
council

Complaint 
supported



University

Dis. councilJournal
J cases D cases

Disser-fabric journals are attached to 
universities and serve for the dissertation 

council
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Economics journals are connected to dissertation councils 
and fraudulent dissertations
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Number of Russian journals
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Two major disser-fabrics: RGGU and Standart-Inform
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Михаил Соколов.
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Math, physics
Chemistry

Biology
Agriculture

Humanities

Social
Medicine
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Журнал «Инновации и Инвестиции» (0.5, 53)
Журнал «Проблемы современной экономики» (0.35, 98)
Журнал «Креативная экономика» (0.31, 23)
Журнал «Экономические науки» (0.23, 37)
Журнал «Вестник СПбГЭУ» (<0.2, 64)

Impact F, Russian

N, cases of 
editorial board in 
Dissernet

- SCOPUS

Journals: if members of the editorial board participate in 
plagiarism, the impact F of the journal is low
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After dissertations
• Dissertational councils
• Quality of journals – journals project
• Quality of university leaders
• Dissertations of the public people
• Dissertations of the members of the 

dissertational committees and VAK
• Plagiarism in court decisions
• Quality of the expert opinions in court
• Much more 35
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HORROR WILL GO ON 37


