
disclosures

Director, Health Law Institute

• Oversee a contract between HLI and Nova Scotia’s Department of Health & Wellness

• HLI members provide time-limited confidential feedback to DHW on legislative and 
policy initiatives 

Member, Patented Medicine Prices Review Board

• Paid honorarium ($500) for each day of work for PMPRB

• Cannot work, consult, etc. with regulated industry

• Two roles: 
1) Policy development (e.g. PMPRB Guidelines); 

2) Decide merits of allegation of ‘excessive pricing’

CIHR grants (EOG 123678, PJT 156256)

• Funding for research re: commercialization of research (EOG 123678) and improving 
transparency of pharmaceutical research and regulation (PJT 156256) 

• Role: Nominated Principal Applicant for both

• CIHR has no role whatsoever in the design, conduct, or reporting of the research and 
its findings



The Merck 

[sic] Ebola 

Vaccine & 

Precarious 

Public Sector 

Science















Mar 2014:

Ebola Outbreak Recognized by international community

National 

Microbiology 

Laboratory (NML) /

Public Health 

Agency of Canada 

(PHAC)



Mar 2014:

Ebola Outbreak Recognized by international community

National 

Microbiology 

Laboratory (NML) /

Public Health 

Agency of Canada 

(PHAC)
Jul 2002:

rVSV-ZEBOV patent application 

filed at US Patent Office



Mar 2014:

Ebola Outbreak Recognized by international community

Jun 2005:

Jones et. al. paper in 

Nature Medicine

National 

Microbiology 

Laboratory (NML) /

Public Health 

Agency of Canada 

(PHAC)
2010-2013: Patents granted in 

Europe, US, and Canada  Jul 2002:

rVSV-ZEBOV patent application 

filed at US Patent Office

Dec 2006:  

NML obtains 

CSSP funding

Jan 2007: 

Feldmann et al. paper 

in PLoS Pathogens





Bioprotection

Systems 

Corporation 

(BPS)

Mar 2014:

Ebola Outbreak Recognized by international community

Apr 2005: BPS 

founded

May 2007: 

BPS and PHAC begin 

negotiations

Jun 2005:

Jones et. al. paper in 

Nature Medicine

Jan 2007: 

Feldmann et al. paper 

in PLoS Pathogens

National 

Microbiology 

Laboratory (NML) /

Public Health 

Agency of Canada 

(PHAC)
2010-2013: Patents granted in 

Europe, US, and Canada  Jul 2002:

rVSV-ZEBOV patent application 

filed at US Patent Office

Dec 2006:  

NML obtains 

CSSP funding





Bioprotection

Systems 

Corporation 

(BPS)

May 2010:

PHAC-BPS 

Licensing 

Agreement

Mar 2014:

Ebola Outbreak Recognized by international community

Apr 2005: BPS 

founded

May 2007: 

BPS and PHAC begin 

negotiations

Jun 2005:

Jones et. al. paper in 

Nature Medicine

Jan 2007: 

Feldmann et al. paper 

in PLoS Pathogens

National 

Microbiology 

Laboratory (NML) /

Public Health 

Agency of Canada 

(PHAC)
2010-2013: Patents granted in 

Europe, US, and Canada  Jul 2002:

rVSV-ZEBOV patent application 

filed at US Patent Office

Dec 2006:  

NML obtains 

CSSP funding Jul 2008:  

IDT Biologika Agreement for 

cGMP grade rVSV-ZEBOV





Bioprotection

Systems 

Corporation 

(BPS)

May 2010:

PHAC-BPS 

Licensing 

Agreement

Mar 2014:

Ebola Outbreak Recognized by international community

Merck 

Sharpe & 

Dohme 

Oct 2014:

1st Phase 1 trial 

begins

2005: BPS 

founded

May 2007: 

BPS and PHAC begin 

negotiations

Nov 2014:

BPS-Merck 

Sub-license

Jun 2005:

Jones et. al. paper in 

Nature Medicine

Jan 2007: 

Feldmann et al. paper 

in PLoS Pathogens

National 

Microbiology 

Laboratory (NML) /

Public Health 

Agency of Canada 

(PHAC)
Jul 2008:  

IDT Biologika Agreement for 

cGMP grade rVSV-ZEBOV

2010-2013: Patents granted in 

Europe, US, and Canada  Jul 2002:

rVSV-ZEBOV patent application 

filed at US Patent Office

Dec 2006:  

NML obtains 

CSSP funding

Jun 2013: 

IDT deliver cGMP 

rVSV-ZEBOV to NML







success story ?













Identifier Sponsor(s) Collaborator(s) Phase Start Date Completion Date #Participants

NCT02269423 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. BioProtection Systems Corporation

United States Department of Defense

1 Oct. 2014 Aug. 2015 39

NCT02280408 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)

BioProtection Systems Corporation

1 Oct. 2014 Dec. 2015 39

NCT02374385 Dalhousie University Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)

NewLink Genetics Corporation

1 Nov. 2014 Jun. 2015 40

NCT02283099 Universitätsklinikum Hamburg-

Eppendorf 

German Center for Infection Research

Philipps University Marburg Medical Center

World Health Organization

Clinical Trial Center North

University Hospital, Geneva

Albert Schweitzer Hospital

Institute of Tropical Medicine, University of Tuebingen

Wellcome Trust

KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Collaborative Research Program

1 Nov. 2014 Nov. 2015 30

NCT02287480 University Hospital, Geneva World Health Organization

Wellcome Trust

Universitätsklinikum Hamburg-Eppendorf

Philipps University Marburg Medical Center

Albert Schweitzer Hospital

Institute of Tropical Medicine, University of Tuebingen

KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Collaborative Research Program

1 Nov. 2014 Jan. 2016 115

NCT02296983 University of Oxford World Health Organization

Wellcome Trust

Institute of Tropical Medicine, University of Tuebingen

Albert Schweitzer Hospital

Philipps University Marburg Medical Center

Universitätsklinikum Hamburg-Eppendorf

University Hospital, Geneva

1 Dec. 2014 Sep. 2016 40*

NCT02314923 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. BioProtection Systems Corporation

US Department of Health and Human Services

1 Dec. 2014 Jun. 2016 512

NCT02344407

“PREVAIL”

National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID)

None 2 Jan. 20, 2015 Jun. 1, 2020* 1500* 

PACTR201503001057193

“Ebola ca suffit!”

World Health Organization Ministry of Health Guinea

Medecins Sans Frontieres Epicentre

Norwegian Institute of Public Health

Institute of social and preventive medicine and centre for clinical 

trials University of Bern

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

University of Florida

Centre for Vaccine Development, Mali/Maryland

Public Health England

Public Health Agency of Canada

NewLink/Merck

3 Mar. 3, 2015 Jan. 20, 2016 8851

NCT02378753

“STRIVE”

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention

University of Sierra Leone

Ministry of Health and Sanitation, Sierra Leone

Department of Health and Human Services

eHealth Africa

2/3 Apr. 2015 Dec. 5, 2016 8651

NCT02503202 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. None 3 Aug. 17, 2015 Sep. 29, 2017* 1198

NCT02933931 University Hospital, Geneva None 1 Nov. 2016 Apr. 2020* 100* 

NCT02876328 National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID)

The Liberia-US Clinical Trials Partnership Program, Partnership for 

Research on Ebola Virus in Liberia Project (PREVAIL)

Institut National de la Santé Et de la Recherche Médicale, France

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

2 Mar. 31, 2017 Mar. 2019* 5500* 
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