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How often reported? 

Korevaar et al.  
Radiology 2015 

274(3):781-9 

Item Reported 

Inclusion and exclusion criteria 65% 

Participant sampling: consecutive vs. random vs. convenience 55% 

Blinding of index test readers 58% 

Baseline characteristics (age, sex, presenting symptoms) 61% 

112 diagnostic accuracy studies published in 2012 

How well are studies reported? 



STARD: A reporting guideline 
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STARD: Who benefits 

• Authors 

• Reviewers 

• Editors 

 

• Students 

• Funders 

 

• Patients 

 



STARD: Improve terminology 









STARD: Improve standards 





STARD: Reducing waste 



STARD and Research Ethics 

 “This study clearly represents a considerable investment  
on the parts of not only the investigators but also the participants. 
 

 Ethical considerations oblige all of us  
to ensure accurate reporting of such a study.  

 

 As an aid to full and clear description of the study and its results, 
please consult the STARD document while revising the manuscript, 
and return the completed STARD checklist with the revised 
manuscript (as requested in our Information for Authors). “ 



STARD: A consortium to improve practice 



STARD for Abstracts 

Section Item 

    

  
Identify abstract as a report of a diagnostic accuracy study 
(using at least one measure of accuracy, such as sensitivity, specificity, predictive values, or area under the ROC curve)  

    

  Describe: 

BACKGROUND   

  Study objectives 

METHODS   

  Data collection: whether this is a prospective or retrospective study 

  Eligibility criteria for participants and the settings where the data were collected 

  Whether participants formed a consecutive, random or convenience series 

  Description of the index test and reference standard 

RESULTS   

  Number of participants with and without the target condition included in the analysis 

  Estimates of accuracy with measures of statistical uncertainty 

DISCUSSION   

  General interpretation of the results 

  Implications for practice, including the intended use of the index test 

    



STARD for Trial Registration  





A checklist is not the end product 

 

• A list of reporting items is only the beginning 

 

• We have to develop real tools 
• Teaching material 

• Writing aids 

• Reviewing tools 

• … 
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