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Herbert Gottweis, born 1958, is professor at the department of Political Sciences since 1998. He also 
directs the Life Science Governance Research Platform at the University of Vienna 
(http://www.univie.ac.at/LSG/intro.htm) 

 

He gained his Ph.D. from the University of Vienna (1984), was a visiting graduate student at the 
University of Rochester (1983/83), Assistant and Lecturer at the political science department, 
University of Salzburg (1985-1997), visiting research fellow (supported by a FWF Erwin Schrödinger 
Stipend) at the Centre of European Studies, Harvard University (1989/90), visiting research fellow 
(supported by the Andrew Mellon Foundation)  at MIT’s program in Science, Technology, and Society 
(1992/93), assistant professor at the Department of Science and Technology Studies, Cornell 
University (1993-95), visiting professor, Department of Social Studies, Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology (1997) and visiting Professor at the  Australian School of Environmental 
Studies, Griffith University (2004). Since 2005 he is also vice-president of the Austrian Research Fund 
(FWF).  

 

Gottweis is the coordinator of the PAGANINI ("Participatory Governance and Institutional Innovation") 
project (2004-2007) funded as a STREP under the 6th EU Framework program and he also is partner 
in two other 6th EU Framework programme projects (BIONET, a China-EU network on ethical 
governance in bio-medical research (2006-2008) and GENBanC (2006-2008), a project on biobank 
governance. Gottweis directed the project “Transforming Health Policy: Biobanks, Pharmacogenetics/ 
Pharmacogenomics, and the Governance of Bio-medical Research” (2004-2006), and he co-directs 
the project “Genes without Borders” (2006-2007), a project on transnational genomics governance, 
both funded by the Austrian (Begleitforschungs-) ELSA GEN-AU program.  

 

Among his book publications are Gottweis, H/Petersen A (2007), Biobank Governance in Comparison 
(London: Routledge)Gottweis, H. et al. (2004), Verwaltete Körper: Strategien der Gesundheitspolitik im 
internationalen Vergleich (Administrated Bodies: Health Policy Strategies in International Comparison)  
. (Wien/Weimar: Böhlau Verlag, 2004).  Gottweis, H., (1998), Governing Molecules. The Discursive 
Politics of Genetic Engineering in Europe and in the United States (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press).   

 

Recent refereed articles and book contributions: Gottweis, H. and K Zatloukal (2007), Biobank 
Governance: Trends and Perspectices, Pathobiology, 74, 2006-211; Gottweis, H and B Prainsack 
(2006) Emotion in Political Discourse: Contrasting Approaches to Stem Cell Governance: the US, UK, 
Israel, and Germany”. Regenerative Medicine, 1, 823-829.  Gottweis, H. Triendl R (2006), South 
Korean Policy Failure and the Hwang Debacle, Nature Biotechnology, Vol 24, 141-143. . Gottweis H 
(2006) Argumentative Policy Analysis, John Pierre/E. Guy Peters (eds.), Public Policy Handbook 
(London: Sage), 461-479; Gottweis, H (2005) Between Asilomar, EMBO, the OECD, and the Europe 
Community: Transnationalizing Recombinant DNA Regulation, Science as Culture, Vol 22. 325-338. 
Gottweis, H (2005), Governing Genomics in the 21st Century: Between Risk and Uncertainty, New 
Genetics and Society, Vol 24, May, 175-193. 
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