
 

 

RMIT Classification: Trusted 

Prof. Dr. Fernando H. Lopes da Silva 
 
 
F.H. Lopes da Silva (1935) received his M.D. from the University of Lisbon.  After post-
graduate studies in London and Utrecht he become member of the research staff of the 
Institute of Medical Physics (TNO). He got the Ph.D. degree from the University of 
Utrecht. He was appointed full professor in General Physiology at the Faculty of Sciences 
at the University of Amsterdam in 1980 (since 2000 he is Emeritus Professor). In 1985, 
he was elected member of the Netherlands Royal Academy of Arts and Sciences. From 
1995 to 2002, he was Scientific Director of the Institute of Epilepsy (Heemstede). Since  
2000 he is invited Professor of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Lisbon and 
since 2005 he is invited Professor of the Technical University of Lisbon to coordinate the 
research and teaching in Bio-Medical Engineering.  
He has supervised about 64 PhD theses.  
He received several honors, among which degrees of Doctor Honoris Causa (Universities 
of Lisbon and Porto), the Herbert H. Jasper Award of  the American Clinical 
Neurophysiology Society, the degree of grand-officer of the Order of Santiago da Espada 
of Portugal, and the degree of knight of the order of the “Nederlandse Leeuw”.  
His research interests are mainly the study of the basic electrophysiology of brain 
systems, in particular the origin and organization of rhythmic activities of the brain, and 
the origin of epileptic phenomena. Furthermore he studies the functional organization of 
neuronal networks in relation to memory, attention and consciousness. He is member of 
several scientific Societies, but also extra-professional such as  the Dutch Society of 
Medical Polemology, of which he was Vice-President from 2002 to 2006. 
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