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The Wellcome Trust

UK-based independent foundation

US$935 million p.a.

Vision
To achieve extraordinary improvements in 
human and animal health

Mission
To support the brightest minds in 
biomedical research and the medical 
humanities



Three focus areas…

• Supporting outstanding researchers
creating the best research environments; 
influencing the policy landscape

• Accelerating the application of research
stimulating Technology Transfer, clinical 
research and uptake to policy & practice

• Exploring medicine in historical and 
cultural contexts

fostering medical humanities, education & 
public engagement



Our expectations

Of institutions
• Published standards of good research practice

• Structure and systems to reinforce standards

• Appropriate supervision of researchers & students

• Provision of training and development

• Formal procedures for investigation of misconduct

• Notification of misconduct cases

• Leadership and partnership



Our expectations

Of researchers
• Adhere to standards of good research practice

• Honesty and integrity in all aspects of their research

• Awareness of relevant legal guidelines

• Apply these principles to the supervision of others

• Report cases of suspected misconduct

• Ensure publications are Open Access 

• Leadership and partnership



Challenges in the UK 

- Confusion about roles & accountabilities
- Information not always forthcoming
- Multiplicity of codes and policies

Responses

- One national code, one national body
- Funders should partner, not police
- Focus on people, not projects: 
building a Community of research leaders



The Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance 
Research Fellowship Schemes

Funding current and future leaders of 
Indian biomedical science

http://images.wellcome.ac.uk/indexplus/result.html?_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXACTION_=query&_IXFIRST_=7&_IXSR_=9LrRtm9330j&_IXSS_=_IXACTION_=query&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXFPFX_=lightbox%252fb&_IXNOMATCHES_=lightbox%252fempty%252ehtml&_IXMAXHITS_=999&_IXLBOXTASK_=change&_IXLBOXVALUE_=0&_IXSESSION_=qoPXvqnb86V&%2524+mref+%252811832+3253+113328+113327+113324+47981+10031+127348+13442+15813+18241+22891+33535+36840+41084+46977+46976+53565+53567+53568+57382+40109+40108+58009%2529=%252e&%2524+where+%2528+rectype+%253d%253d+rtypenum+_dd+%257c%257c+wi_sfgu+%253d%253d+%2522Y%2522+%257c%257c++wi_prefix+%253d%253d+%2522C%2522+%2529=%252e&%2524%253dwi_class=wi_text_corporate&_IXSPFX_=lightbox/t&_IXFPFX_=lightbox/t
http://images.wellcome.ac.uk/indexplus/result.html?_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXACTION_=query&_IXFIRST_=24&_IXSR_=9LrRtm9330j&_IXSS_=_IXACTION_=query&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXFPFX_=lightbox%252fb&_IXNOMATCHES_=lightbox%252fempty%252ehtml&_IXMAXHITS_=999&_IXLBOXTASK_=change&_IXLBOXVALUE_=0&_IXSESSION_=qoPXvqnb86V&%2524+mref+%252811832+3253+113328+113327+113324+47981+10031+127348+13442+15813+18241+22891+33535+36840+41084+46977+46976+53565+53567+53568+57382+40109+40108+58009%2529=%252e&%2524+where+%2528+rectype+%253d%253d+rtypenum+_dd+%257c%257c+wi_sfgu+%253d%253d+%2522Y%2522+%257c%257c++wi_prefix+%253d%253d+%2522C%2522+%2529=%252e&%2524%253dwi_class=wi_text_corporate&_IXSPFX_=lightbox/t&_IXFPFX_=lightbox/t


The Wellcome Trust /DBT 
India Alliance

Department of 
Biotechnology, 
India

Indian Government 
funding body, making a 
significant impact on the 
growth and application of 
biotechnology in the broad 
areas of agriculture, 
healthcare, animal 
sciences, environment and 
industry

Wellcome Trust, 
UK
Global Charity dedicated to 
achieving extraordinary 
improvements in human an 
animal health. It supports 
the brightest minds in 
biomedical research and 
the medical humanities

◌ Announced in New Delhi September 2008
◌ CEO & staff recruited in India October 2008
◌ Team trained in London Jan ‐ June  2009
◌ Operational in Hyderabad, India July 2009



Challenges in India

- Dissemination of RI principles
- Development of national code of conduct
- Boosting research career training

Responses

- Partnership to initiate change: funding as  
leverage 

- Knowledge transfer to support RI framework 
- Building a Community of research leaders



No freedom without responsibility.
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